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    A TIME FOR CHANGE 

The dog-days of summer are fading into cooler temperatures of fall in our 

beautiful coastal area – and none too soon!  These changes spark thoughts of 

leaves crackling underfoot, comfort food simmering on the stove and working 

on projects outside.  Now is the time to start planning for your new pool 

surround, outdoor entertainment area or fire pit for next summer.  It’s time to 

plant fall flowers such as pansies, violas and snapdragons for color that lasts 

into the colder months – and we can also have color year-round by 

incorporating art in the garden in subtle ways. It’s a time for reflection – the 

melancholic beauty of autumn evokes thoughts of change and the new growth 

to come, helping us feel closer to nature. Here’s to the continuing cycle! 
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  Hello Friends, 

Here we are finally at the end of another busy and successful summer season!   

This was the most relentlessly hot summer that I can remember, beginning in 

May and remaining almost unbearable into September.  On reflection, I am 

reminded how grateful I am for my staff who endure those conditions every 

day … some of them working 10 plus hours a day and 6 days a week.   

In addition to heat, we had drought.  The Wilmington area is approximately 10 

inches of rainfall below normal for this time of year.  What a contrast with last 

year!  At the peak of summer we faced water shortages and irrigation bans in 

several areas which definitely caused some setbacks for the turf and plants.   

Bryan Padgett and I were fortunate enough to be able to escape the heat for a 

few days in July with a trip to the Association of Professional Landscape Designers (APLD) conference in Seattle, 

Washington. We have attended these conferences before in places like Boston, Washington and New York City, 

but I was especially excited to visit the Pacific Northwest for the first time and tour the stunning gardens in this 

lush landscape.  I never fail to be inspired by the creativity and passion of my peers in landscape design, and 

Seattle has some very good talent.  We visited public gardens and gardens designed by famous landscape 

architects as well as amazing residential gardens lovingly designed and cared-for by home-made gardeners. 

Here are some of my takeaways from our Seattle trip: 

► I want to use more water in our landscapes to add the dimensions of motion and sound.  Water 

features can be large and elaborate or they can be very small, inexpensive to install and low-

maintenance. Water features can be added to almost any garden. 

► Details, details, details!  I was impressed by the diversity of materials and plants displayed and the 

attention paid to the smallest details in the Seattle gardens.  The experience really inspired me to try 

some different garden ornaments and new combinations of hardscape materials - especially more 

natural stone. 

► I love abstract art, and the amount of colorful art pieces incorporated in the Seattle gardens was very 

impressive. Art glass sculpture in various forms is extensively used, perhaps due to the influence of the 

great Dale Chihuly, but there were also pieces made from other materials and even colorful canvases 

and indigenous art hung on the exterior walls of entertainment areas. 

If you have projects in mind for next season, please contact us so we can plan and schedule.  Our backlog is 

growing, and we want to be able to meet your expectations!  

As always, thank you for your support.   

     Matthew 
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A BACKYARD REBOOT 

  For this landscape, the clients were eager to 

have a complete re-do of the backyard, updating the 

space and making it more user friendly. The idea was 

for demolition of the original pool deck and the 

surrounding landscape to make way for a new design. 

The original pool deck was made of old cobblestone 

pavers that had started to settle and dip in many 

places. The look of the pavers didn’t really complement 

the architecture of the house, a contemporary 

Caribbean-style cottage. The existing pool surround was 

also much too small for the dimensions of the pool and 

for entertaining by today’s standards. 

For the new design, we used a combination of natural 

travertine stone and Ipe wood. The travertine is from 

Marmiro Stone, and it’s a wonderful product. Marmiro 

stone stays much cooler in the sun than many other 

materials including concrete, making it a perfect pool 

surround solution for our area. We also constructed two 

square corner panels and a walkway of Ipe wood. Ipe, 

also called Brazilian walnut, is a beautiful exotic wood 

that is hard and naturally resistant to rot, abrasion, 

weather and insects. The corner deck areas are nestled 

in the new and existing foliage and are perfect for 

outdoor dining and relaxation. 

We mixed tropical plantings like large-leafed elephant 

ears (Colocasia) and palm trees with the existing 

bamboo to complement the pool setting and the 

Caribbean feel of the house. The surrounding pines and 

other natural growth trees provide a dense backdrop 

that adds privacy and balance. 

Finally, an LP Gas Firepit was constructed at the end of 

the pool using the same Marmiro stone as the pool 

surround.  The only things needed here now are good 

friends, tinkling wine glasses, and a cool October 

evening!  
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CREATING AN ARTFUL LANDSCAPE:         

USE WHAT YOU LOVE 

          An artful landscape can include more than just the natural 

world.  Incorporating art that you love into your garden can elevate the 

landscape to another level, but it can be difficult to use art outside 

without it feeling like an afterthought. For inspiration, here are several 

approaches that north-western gardeners have used to include art in the   

garden in thoughtful ways. 

Art can lead the eye and create a great focal point in the garden. Think    

of a piece of sculpture or perhaps a fountain that draws the viewer 

forward and creates flow through a space. It can be a major statement 

piece that defines a space or a 

smaller piece that teases the 

viewer from afar.  

Art can also bring personality to your garden. You might never have a blue 

heron drinking from your fountain, but a piece of sculpture can give you 

this vignette year-round.  Garden art can simply be a fun expression of 

your fancies or a show-place for what you love. 

Want to inject some color into 

your landscape? Art can provide 

form and color that few plants 

can match, with full-time 

interest and little to no care. 

The use of glass sculptures and 

gazing balls, glazed ceramic 

planters, bird baths, and 

painted trellises and screens are a few options for bright color and   

interest all year long. 

Art doesn’t have to be an afterthought in the garden; it can also be a 

functional part of the landscape. Give your art a job! Put in a fence with     

a decorative pattern or install an unusual  or colorful bench. Hang home-

made art canvases on your outdoor walls, upgrade your regular flowerpots 

to statement-making planters, or incorporate colorful birdhouses and a 

metal sundial.  

Using art in the landscape is an opportunity to create a mood, incorporate color, and surround yourself with year-

round fantasy in your outdoor living space! 
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THE DAVID VANCE ERWIN SCHOLARSHIP    

  

 

  Meet Zoey Batson 

In 2018, North State Gardens established an academic scholarship in 

conjunction with Cape Fear Community College (CFCC). Named after North 

State Gardens founder David Erwin, this scholarship is to be awarded 

annually to a motivated and high-achieving student in the Landscape 

Gardening Program. We are proud to annouce that student Zoey Batson is 

the first receipient of the David Vance Erwin Scholarship.  We had the 

pleasure of meeting Zoey at a CFCC reception for scholarship recipients and 

donors in September.  Zoey arrived clothed in a shirt covered in flowers – 

and her passion for them soon became apparent!  In the course of 

conversation, Zoey explained that her mentors are her maternal and 

paternal grandmothers, both huge flower lovers and growers. Zoey started 

learning the joy of cultivating flowers from these experts at a young age.   

Along with horticulture, Zoey is also passionate about art and design, and 

she has found a very creative way to bring her passions together. She 

sketches and makes ink drawings of the new flowers and plants that she is 

learning about in class. She calls this work her “encyclopedia”.  “I like to 

incorporate the drawings and facts about each plant – it’s a good way to 

help me remember everything!” The detail and care that she puts into each 

drawing is apparent – see a page from her book to the right. 

One of the hardest parts of going to school for Zoey while also working to 

support herself is finding the time to develop good study habits. In her 

thank you letter to North State Gardens, Zoey wrote, “This scholarship will 

assist me in my goal of graduating with a degree and ultimately working in 

the field of horticulture science. My degree requires summer-only classes, 

but my financial assistance only funds classes for full-time students taking 

at least 6 credit hours. I work a part time job while attending classes in 

order to pay for my own living expenses and save for my future. I am also 

starting an internship next semester, and I will now be able to focus my 

time and energy into my internship and my job without having to take on 

more credit hours.” 

Zoey exhibits the drive and artistic talent that David Erwin would respect and appreciate.  We wish her all the best 

in her future endeavors!  


